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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Author: John
Date of Writing: c.AD 96
Type of Book: Prophetic
Theme: The Revelation of Jesus Christ

JUST AS GENESIS tells us how everything started, Revelation tells us how it all ends.
Revelation is the last chapter in history and foretells the future. Even more exciting is
the fact that the book is the revelation of Jesus Christ, as it says in the first verse.

The word “revelation” means “unveiling” or “disclosure.” The Gospels tell the partial story
of Jesus, including His birth, life, death, and resurrection. John’s gospel even tells us about
the preexistence and deity of Jesus in the first chapter. But the book of Revelation unveils
the future and eternal picture of Jesus Christ.

The apostle John wrote Revelation while in exile on the isle of Patmos. Jesus Himself appeared
to John and told him to write this book (Rev.1:10-11). It was addressed to seven churches



in Asia Minor, but is of relevance to anyone who is a part of the church of Jesus Christ.

The outline of the book is found in Rev. 1:19, where Jesus tells John, “write the things which
you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.”

The first division, “the things which you have seen,” refers to the vision of Jesus as recorded
in the first chapter. In this section John saw Jesus in all of His glory.

In the second section, chapters 2-3, we find the letters to the seven churches. Though written
specifically to these churches, the letters are also an interesting survey of church history,

as each successive church represents a specific phase in the history of the church.

The church age is what Jesus refers to when He says, “the things which are.”

Then the final section, “the things which will take place after this,” refers to the future events
that will occur after the rapture of the church, described in chapters 4-22.

The Greek words for “after this” are meta tauta. These same words are used in Rev. 4:1, and
are translated “after these things.” The scene shifts to heaven, as the church has been taken up
into heaven, ending the church age. The rest of the book describes the events in heaven and
on earth following the rapture of the church.

The book of Revelation has been seen by some as difficult to understand, and there have been
many different approaches and interpretations of the book, causing many to shy away

from reading it. But Revelation promises, “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear

the words of this prophecy and keep those things which are written in it...” (Rev. 1:3).

There is a built-in blessing for those who read the book of Revelation.

This book also provides a fuller revelation of Jesus Christ Himself. If you want to know
Jesus more fully, study this book. We have seen over the years what a powerful impact
the study of Revelation can have on the lives of believers. Dig in and enjoy!
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Many people, including pastors, avoid the book of Revelation saying it is a sealed book
or that it is just too complicated to understand. But Revelation is a very important book
to understand, and God promises a blessing to those who study it. He says you will be
blessed if you read it, blessed if you hear it, and most importantly,

blessed if you keep the words of this book.
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“The time is near.” This is a good time to read, hear, and obey
what God tells you to do in this book. You will be blessed. God promises.
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The number “seven” means “completeness.” It is often used symbolically in the Bible
and is found throughout the book of Revelation. There are seven churches, seven years
of the great tribulation, seven vials, seven trumpet judgments, and seven seals.
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The seven things declared concerning Jesus Christ:

(1) The faithful witness.  (2) The firstborn from the dead.

(3) The ruler over the kings of the earth.

(4) He loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood.

(5) He is coming with clouds and every eye will see Him.
(6) The Alpha and Omega. (7) The Almighty.
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The book was addressed and sent to seven literal churches in Asia Minor,

which is modern Turkey. But they also can be seen to represent

seven stages of church history, as each church seems to coincide

with a different consecutive period of time, from the first century to the present.
Yet each church letter is applicable to every church, in every age, including today.
This is a fascinating threefold application.
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The key to understanding and interpreting Revelation lies in this verse.
This gives us a built-in outline of the book.
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First, “the things which you have seen” refers to the vision John had in this chapter
of Jesus in His glorified body. Second, “things which are” refers to the letters
to the churches in ch.2-3. It is a reference to the church age, which started

on the day of Pentecost and continues to the present time. Third,

“the things which will take place after this” designates the period of time

that will follow the church age. After the church is raptured, the earth will enter
a new era beginning with the great tribulation, moving into the millennium,

and continuing on to the eternal state.
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The Greek words, meta tauta, translated “after this,” mean “after these things.”
After what thing? After the age of the church. So ch.4 begins with the words
meta tauta as we transition into the discussion of future events
after the church is taken out of the earth.
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So, it is a logical outline. The book begins with a revelation of Jesus in ch.1
(“the things which you have seen”), then moves into the church age in ch.2-3
(“the things which are”), and then moves into the future after the church age

in ch.4-22 (“after this”).
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The book isn’t hard to understand when you realize

that God has given us a built-in key.
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Jesus had one complaint against the church at Ephesus: they had left their first love.
God wants our love for Him to be the motivation behind everything we do.

Although the church at Ephesus still had the works, labor, and patience of the past,
their motivation had changed. They were no longer motivated by love.

Other motivations had crept in. Jesus called them to remember and repent,

to leave the legal relationship and return to the love relationship.
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Just what are the deeds of the Nicolaitans? The Greek word Nicolaitan means “laity”
or “priesthood.” The priesthood was a part of the Old Testament, arrangement
when God was not approachable by sinful man, and the priest was God’s representative
to the people. But Jesus, by His death, abolished the priesthood. “There’s only one God
and one Mediator between God and me, the Man Christ Jesus” (1Tim.2:5).
Jesus died in order to give you direct access to the Father.
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God hates anyone who comes between you and the Father, unless that is the person

of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, and no man comes

to the Father but by Me” (John 14:6). God hates the idea of special holy men

who attempt to intercede to God for you.
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Jesus addressed the church in Smyrna, identifying Himself as the First and the Last
who was dead, and is alive. Because they will face martyrdom, Jesus identifies
with them and reminds them of the hope of the resurrection.
As He said to His disciples, “Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19).
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Along with the intense persecution came material poverty, Jesus said.

He knew their poverty, yet they were rich. They were rich in the things

that mattered. You can’t really measure your riches by your bank account.

The true measure of riches is kept in heaven. The treasures you’ve laid up

in heaven are your eternal wealth.
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This “tribulation for ten days” is thought to refer to the ten emperors of Rome
that instigated great persecution against the church.
(1) Nero; Paul was beheaded under his reign.
(2) Domitian; the emperor who exiled John to the island of Patmos.
(3)Trajan; Ignatius was burned at the stake.
(4) Marcus Aurelius; Polycarp was martyred.
(5) Severus (6) Maximinus (7) Decius
(8) Valerian (9) Aurelian (and worst of all)
(10) Diocletian.
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The Pergamos church was developed by Constantine as a state church. It was
a tragic period of church history because here is where the world became a part
of the church, legislating Christianity as a state religion. And with the marriage
came a lot of evil that caused the people to turn from God and to begin to worship
idols and God in unprescribed ways. This was the doctrine of Balaam,
which God judged (see Num. 22~24, 31:16). Along with idols, icons and sacred relics,
Pergamos also established the priesthood in this period of church history.
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The church of Thyatira begins the period of church history AD 500 to the present time.
This church emphasized good and loving works, but allowed Jezebel to seduce
God’s servants (v. 20). In the Old Testament Jezebel was the wife of King Ahab
and she brought in the worship of Baal, causing Gods’ people to commit
spiritual fornication. The people began to bow down to graven images in their homes
and worship icons and idols. Notice with this church, unless there is repentance
and a turning from their deeds, it will enter into the great tribulation period.
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Today we see the likenesses of Jesus, Mary, and the saints venerated by people.

God said, “You shall not make for yourself a carved image — any likeness....

you shall not bow down to them nor serve them” (Exod. 20:4-5).

The church is to be married to Jesus Christ even as Israel was to be married
to God. The worship of anything else constitutes spiritual fornication.
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The church of Sardis represents the period of church history called
the Protestant Reformation. It began in the 1500s and exists through the present day.
This movement started with great men, such as Martin Luther, John Calvin, and
John Knox. It was born out of a marvelous love for the Scriptures and it rebelled
against many of the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church and its corruption.
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But Jesus found the works of Sardis to be imperfect because it retained

many of the pagan Babylonian traditions of the Roman church, developing

into an organizational structure that was soon dead. How sad it is to see

some Protestant churches become as dead as the church they set out to reform.
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Jesus told them, “Remember therefore how you have received and heard;

hold fast and repent” (v.3). If this church returns to the early teaching

of their founders, teachings rooted in the Word, how much more alive they could be.

As it is, the Lord’s return will hit them like a thief. They won’t be ready.
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The church in Philadelphia lasted longer than all the other churches

except for Smyrna. Today there is still a Christian church in Smyrna.

But the church of Philadelphia remained until about AD 1300

when the Turks murdered the remaining Christians there and destroyed the church.
All the remains presently of the ancient city of Philadelphia are

the ruins of a Byzantine chapel.
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In the last days the church of Philadelphia is not a denomination. It is the church

that has been faithful to the teaching of the Word of God and that does not deny
His name. This church is not powerful or strong, for God has given it a little strength.
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v. 10 states that the Lord will keep the church of Philadelphia “from the hour of trial’
which refers to the great tribulation. Notice the Lord will keep this church

from —not in — the great tribulation.
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The Laodicean church thought they were doing pretty well. But from the Lord’s
perspective they were “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked” (v.17).

It is not important what I think of myself. But it is critically important

what God thinks of me. We need to see ourselves through the eyes of God.
This is why David prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and
know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me

in the way everlasting” (Ps. 139:23-24).

11



4:1

4:2~5

4:7

ZIEBREOE ZOFE R v a T, LWO DX, T O
[ZhbHD%] EWHBETHEY., o, ZOFETKD->TWLINLTY,
MO% T, HRFFROK T, Ao & GRIE : BURER2~3 5) (X
B2 TTEMTOVET, LT, BHEDOI=A U — LGN

FET LRy, B3RS TRIZSE BT b E T,

Ax2F T2k &9 TLLEY, ELTREBITRIZED,
FLHIZNWDHDOTT (FE—=a U 15:51~52, F—THr="7417) ,
Zo%., EHICRKREEOHRFEA~LEATHE ET,

This is the third major section of Revelation, as the verse begins and

ends with, “After these things.” After what things? After the church age.

The previous two chapters are addressed to the church; and when the church’s ministry
and witness are complete, the church will be taken to heaven in the rapture.

Jesus will say, “Come up here,” and we will ascend into heaven to be with the Lord

(1 Cor. 15:51~52; 1 Thess. 4:17). This will immediately precede the events

of the great tribulation.
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Many people wonder what they will see first when they get to heaven. We think
of how anxious we are to see our loved ones or some of the heroes of the Bible.
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But John, who represented the church, had his attention immediately captured
by the throne of God. This awesome throne, with God sitting on it,

was just an overpowering sight for John. It will probably also be the first thing
we notice when we get to heaven.
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Many see in this the four faces of Jesus that are presented in the Gospels.

In the gospel of Mathew, Jesus is presented as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

The gospel of Mark portrays Jesus as the servant, the ox. Luke’s gospel presents
Jesus as the Son of man, the humanity of Jesus, in the face of a man;

and John’s gospel presents Jesus as the eagle, the ruler, the divinity of Christ.
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In heaven John saw four angelic beings who praised God day and night
without stopping. They were joined in praise by the twenty-four elders.
They praised God for His holiness (“Holy, holy, holy”), His power
(“Lord God All Mighty”), and his eternality (“Who was and is and is to come”).
They offered their glory, honor, and thanks, attesting that He is the Creator
of all things and that everything exists by His will.
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Such will be the activity of heaven. You should get used to praising God
now and learn to enjoy worship. We will be doing a lot of that in heaven.
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Most commentators see this scroll as the title deed to the earth, and I agree.
God created the earth and gave it over to Adam. But when Adam and Eve sinned,
they forfeited the earth over to the power of Satan. The cost of redeeming the earth
was the blood of Jesus Christ. Jesus has already paid the price of redemption, but
He hasn’t yet taken possession of the earth. He will do so after the tribulation, and
His judgments during the tribulation are the process by which He will take possession
of those whom He redeemed with His blood.
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In the Scripture, the horn is a symbol of power and the number “seven” means
“completeness.” Thus this characterizes the attributes of deity, the complete power
or omnipotence of Jesus.
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Prayers are often likened to incense, as “sweet-smelling aroma” to the Lord.
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God loves for you to sit and open your heart to Him, expressing your love and worship.
He hears your prayers, and they are a sweet, precious fragrance to Him.

59 ZOFHLWRIBZHZOKTHY . A AT GRIE: A ATTLDANL) O
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This new song will be the song of the church, not a song from Israel.
It will be sung by “every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”
Israel will still be on the earth going through the great tribulation.
The church will be in heaven, singing praises to God.
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Here at the end of ch.5 we find the whole universe acknowledging
the lordship of Jesus Christ. You see, God has given to Him a name
that is above every name, that “at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil 2:10~11).
All creatures will declare the worthiness of the Lamb, saying
“Honor and glory to the Lamb forever and ever!”
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Later we will read that Jesus will return riding on a white horse (ch.19).

But the man described here is an imposter, a false messiah. This is the Antichrist.

Arising out of Europe, he will be seen as an economic genius solving

the world’s problems, who has the power of Satan at his disposal. But midway

through the tribulation he will turn on the nation of Israel and will stand

in the Most Holy Place and declare himself to be God, demanding to be worshiped.

At this time God will pour out His judgments on the earth, describing

in the subsequent verses here, beginning with the second seal.
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Following wars, especially wars using nuclear weapons, will come

a tremendous famine on the earth; a famine unlike any the world has ever seen and
so great that it will take a whole day’s wage for a laboring man

to buy just a quart of wheat.
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It is interesting that v.6 says, ““...do not harm the oil and the wine”—

both represent luxury. They’ll use the barley for the making of the liquor

but there won’t be barley for the people to eat. The rich will be able to survive

but the poor will really suffer during this famine.
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During these first four seals one-fourth of the earth’s population will be destroyed.
Just imagine! The world’s current population is about seven billion.

If there are eight billion people on the earth at the beginning of the tribulation period,
that means two billion people will not survive the first four seals.
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After the Lord raptures His church, there will be a time of great wailing

by those that are left behind who will understand what has transpired.

They’ll know enough that when this man of sin seeks to enforce a new economy
whereby a mark is used in place of money, they won’t take the mark.

As we will read in ch.13, it will mean their death. Through their martyrdom,
ultimately they will be brought into the heavenly scene.
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“The wrath of the Lamb” sounds like an oxymoron, doesn’t it?

We don’t associate wrath with lambs. Lambs are very mild animals.

You don’t ever see a sign that says, “Beware of ferocious lambs.”
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But Jesus is the Lamb of God who gave Himself as a sacrifice for our sins.

And the effects of sin on mankind make the Lord wrathful.

Seeing the suffering of innocent people as a result of what evil has done to this earth
brings on “the wrath of the Lamb.” Who will be able to stand?
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(O MURE) &R AL 2 =R L £,

“Four corners of the earth” means north, south, east, and west.
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There is no mystery as to the identity of the 144,000. They are “of all the tribes

of the children of Israel.” And to be even more specific, the angel broke them down
by tribe. It couldn’t be stated any clearer. Yet so many groups have attempted

to identify themselves as the 144,000 who are sealed by God.

It isn’t the church; it is Israel.
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The elder identified the great multitude as “the ones who come out

of the great tribulation.” I believe that the greatest revival the world will ever know
will take place immediately after the rapture. There will be many, many people

who have been out on the fringes, who have heard the gospel but

who haven’t committed their lives to Jesus. Their loved ones who witnessed

to them for so long will suddenly be gone. I believe this will bring many

to their knees crying out to God for salvation.
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Silence is awesome, especially in a large group of people. Imagine

hundreds of millions of people in heaven, all in total silence. It will be

like the calm before a storm. Weather experts say there is an awesome silence

right before a tornado hits, as there is in the eye of a hurricane.

So there will be this silence in heaven, right before the judgment.
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[Z OFT ORI ST TV =T (Ld 1:19)

The four cherubim surrounding God’s throne are described for us in Ezek.1 and 10.
John describes them saying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which is,
which was, and which is to come” (Rev. 4:8). But there are also seven angels

that stand before God, of which we know Gabriel is one. When he came

to Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, he said, “I am Gabriel

who stand in the presence of God” (Luke 1:19).
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At creation, after God separated the land from the waters, He created plants and trees.
They were the first of His creation and they will be the first

to experience His judgment. He will destroy a third of them in a tremendous fire.
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Any pagan religions today see Mother Earth, or Gaea, as their primary deity.
There is a legitimate concern for our environment and its destruction, but
defending the environment on a religious basis is wrong. Nature is a beautiful
and valuable resource but if man insists on worshiping trees,

then trees will be destroyed. God won’t allow other gods before Him.
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The third thing that God will attack in His judgment is the fresh water supply

on the earth. Man has done a pretty good job of polluting the lakes, rivers, streams,
and ground water. But the pollution of today is nothing compared to this judgment,
where a third of all the fresh water on the earth will be polluted and poisoned.
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Death will take a holiday for five months. People will not be able to die,

even if they wanted to. Sometimes living is worse than dying. I have seen people
who are in agony because their body is a prison of pain, and they are kept alive
by artificial means. That’s not living. Can you imagine what it will be like

for those people who are tormented by demons, wanting to die,

trying to commit suicide, but they just can’t be put out of their misery?
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Satan’s name is Abaddon in Hebrew, meaning “destruction,” in Greek, it is Apollyon,
which means “destroyer.” What appropriate names for Satan! Look at all the lives

he has destroyed. So many people have given control of their hearts and lives

to the powers of darkness, and he has destroyed them.
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There is to be released upon the earth another group of fallen angels,

the four demonic powers that are bound in the great river Euphrates.

Babylon was the place of the rebellion against God, and the garden of Eden

was somewhere there in the Babylonian plain. It was the birthplace

of almost every false religious system.
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The Greek language seems to indicate that all this devastation will occur

in just one hour of a particular year, of a particular month, of a particular day;

or it could mean that these four demonic powers will kill for one year, one month,
one day and one hour which adds up to thirteen months and one day. Either way,
those demonic entities are waiting for that moment of their release.
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In this one trumpet judgment one-third of the earth’s population will be killed,
approximately two-and-a-half billion people. Thus, at the end

of this part of the great tribulation a third of mankind will have been wiped out.

As Jesus said, it will be a time of tribulation such as the world has never seen nor
will ever see again (see Matt. 24:21).
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The word “angel” means “messenger.” We usually think of angels

as the spirit beings who were created by God as ministering spirits.

But in the Bible sometimes people are described as angels, and
Jesus Christ appears often in the Old Testament as “the Angel of the LORD.”
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I personally believe that the messenger described here is none other than Jesus Christ,
the Angel of the Lord. He is clothed with a cloud. Jesus Himself said that He would
return in clouds (Mark 13:26). This description is much like the description of Jesus

in Rev. 1. Also He is holding a book which is probably the scroll He took in Rev. 5.
Therefore, it is reasonable to believe that this “mighty angel” is Jesus Himself.
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John does not tell us what the seven thunders uttered. A lot of Bible expositors
have attempted to explain this, but John was ordered to seal them up. Evidently
it isn’t necessary for us to know. God has given to us all that we need,

“all that pertains to life and godliness” (2 Pet.1:3).
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The prophets had foretold the day when righteousness would cover the earth

like a sea. Everything damaged by the fall would be restored. The Messiah would
come and make everything new in the glorious kingdom of God. And now that

which had been declared to the prophets is about to be fulfilled, and

“the mystery of God would be finished.” This world’s final chapter is about to unfold.
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As John devoured the book and as he realized that the kingdom of God was
about to be established, it was sweet. Just the thought of the coming reign
of Jesus Christ, the deserts blossoming forth as a rose (Isa. 35:1),
the wolf and the lamb eating together (Isa. 65:25), no more war (Isa. 2:4);
thinking about it was sweet as honey!
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But then contemplating the horrible things that must take place beforehand,

and the judgment that must be poured out on the earth, gave him a sick feeling.

It is a bittersweet feeling as we look forward to the return of Christ and

the glories of His kingdom; while also realizing that it will mean horrible pain
and suffering in the process as sin is judged.
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A rod is six cubits; one cubit is about eighteen inches, the distance between
your elbow and your middle finger. Six of those measurements make up a rod.
So they would take a straight bamboo stick and cut it at six cubits,

which made their measuring rod about nine feet long. They were used

much like our measuring tapes today.
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The Temple Mount is a holy site to the Jewish people, but it is also a holy site
for the Muslims as it houses the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock.
This is a huge problem when you consider that the Jews are going to rebuild
their temple during the tribulation period and will be doing their sacrifices there.
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I believe this passage gives us a strong hint as to how this will take place.

In measuring the temple of God John was told not to measure the outer court,

which had been given to the Gentiles. In Ezek.42:20, in measuring the temple area
there was a wall that was said to separate the holy areas from the common or profane.
I believe that a likely scenario is that the Antichrist, when negotiating a peace treaty
with Israel, will come up with the idea of building a large wall on the Temple Mount;
allowing the Jews to rebuild their temple to the north of the Dome of the Rock

on the other side of that wall.
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This could work for the Jews and Muslims alike. And it is likely that
this is the reason why the outer court was not measured here.
It is in the Muslim area of the Temple Mount. And this would be perceived
as a brilliant solution provided by this great world leader.
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The prophecies in the Bible are predicated on the Babylonian calendar,
which was a 360-day year. So three-and-a-half years would be 1260 days
on the Babylonian calendar.
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Here we see the two witnesses who will testify during the tribulation
as they are martyred, resurrected, and raptured. Most people agree
that one of them is Elijah. The last words of the Old Testament prophesied
that Elijah would come before the day of the Lord (Mal. 4:5-6).
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But what about the identity of the second witness? If God wanted us to know
He would have told us, so there is only speculation. Some think it will be Enoch
because, like Elijah, Enoch never died. Others theorize that it will be Zechariah
or John the Baptist.
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For me the leading candidate would have to be Moses. The witness will perform
miracles like those of Elijah and Moses. And Moses fits as the representative

of the Law, while Elijah fits as representative of the Prophets. And, of course,
when Jesus was transfigured Moses and Elijah were together; so it would seem
reasonable that these two would be the two prophets depicted here.
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Whoever they are, they will be indestructible until “they finish their testimony.”
And I believe we are too. Nothing can harm us until God has finished

what He wants to do in our lives. At that point He will say to us,

“Come up here,” and we will.
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Some have mistakenly identified this seventh trumpet as the trump of God

that signals the rapture of the church where we will all be changed in a moment,

in a twinkling of an eye (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:52). But this verse speaks

of the second coming of Jesus, not the rapture of the church.
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The temples that were built here on earth were only models of the true temple
in heaven. That is why the instructions for construction were so precise.
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We don’t know where the ark of the covenant is now, but it was only a model
of the real one that is in heaven. I wouldn’t spend a whole lot of effort
trying to find the ark on earth. Someday we will see the real thing.
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Some people say the woman in these verses represents the church,
but that isn’t so. The woman is the nation of Israel.
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In the book of Genesis are told of Joseph’s first dream in which his brother’s

sheaves of grain bowed down to his. In his second dream the sun and the moon

and the twelve stars bowed down to him. Neither of these dreams pleased

Jacob’s family; particularly since he interpreted them as saying that his mother, father,
and brothers would bow to him (Gen. 37:5-11). But those dreams help to identify

the woman as being the nation of Israel, and she is described as being clothed and
adorned with the sun, moon, and twelve stars. And it was through the nation of Israel
that the Messiah came into the world.
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Satan’s primary mission has always been the destruction of Jesus,
the Child who was born out of Israel, because he knew
if he could destroy Jesus he would also destroy mankind.
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Herod’s plot to kill the Jewish babies was a part of Satan’s plan,

as was Satan’s effort to tempt Jesus to skip the cross. But Satan was defeated
and Jesus died and was “caught up to God and His throne,” and

our salvation was secured. Praise God!
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Satan is no friend of ours. He may disguise himself as an angel of light and offer us
enticing things, but he hates us. And he is always “before our God day and night”
accusing us. Jesus stands up for us against the accusations of Satan,
forever interceding on our behalf (Heb. 7:25). It will be a happy day
when Satan is cast down forever and our enemy is vanquished.
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There are three ways in which the dragon was overcome and three ways
we can overcome Satan.
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First, they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb. Satan’s defeat happened

at the cross, and we stand in that victory. Second, they overcame him

by the word of their testimony. Our testimony is that Jesus is our Lord.

As we submit to Him and obey Him, Satan is unable to control our lives.

Third, they did not love their lives to the death. Don’t live for yourself;

live for Him. As for me, I would rather die for Jesus than live without Him.

29



12:14  THo DibdgEblnbol « - 2R -« U~BF RS &
AT ZFEFVELE (A1 24:15~16) , £ L TREBITZ Z T,
WA AT T BRI TIF 2 8 2 HAET. A FYE 16 % 14 {03
BUIRRWNAE R D £9, 22T, E7 7L, £OMZET,
BO SN THENTRLIEEZZTAND L OIZEE>TWVET,
ZHT, 2P ANE KFV AP ERICHEZGZTOWLHZ DR G
HNDTOIZ, FT T OFREOH L HHTICET THTE £3, £ LTEZ DA,
ETRNXETDouy 7 « 74 CGEOH)) THhHEELTHET,
Jesus said, “When you see ‘this abomination of desolation’.... flee to the mountains”
(Matt. 24:15-16). And we read here that God will bear Israel to the wilderness.
There is an interesting prophecy in Isa. 16:1-4 which tells Moab to open her gates and
receive the castaways. So the Jews will flee to a place in the wilderness of Moab, and
many believe it will be the rock city of Petra to escape from the wrath of the Antichrist
and of Satan who has empowered him.
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In the Scriptures the sea is used symbolically of the nations. And so John sees

this beast rise out of the nations. Certain passages help us to understand this first verse:
Dan. 7:3, 7-8, 17, 19-20, 23-25; Rev. 12:3, 16:13 17:3, 5, 7-12.
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This blasphemous mouth is also mentioned in Dan. 7:25. He speaks out
blasphemously against God, His tabernacle and the church, which at this time
has been raptured and is with the Lord in heaven.
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Some see this reference to “the saints,” and jump to the conclusion
that the church must still be here during the tribulation.

But this isn’t referring to the church. It is referring to Israel.
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The Antichrist is allowed “to make war with the saints and to overcome them.”

That couldn’t be a reference to the church because Jesus said that the gates

of hell (Hades) would not prevail against the church (Matt. 16:18).

During the tribulation Israel will be called “the elect” or “the saints”

because this will be the time when God deals with them as a nation again.
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The False Prophet, in support of the Beast (or Antichrist), has the power to do
great miracles. Jesus said that “false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect”
(Matt. 24:24). This is why it is dangerous to follow signs and wonders.
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Satan has the power today to perform supernatural signs and wonders
in order to deceive people, and that is what the Beast and False Prophet will do

during the tribulation. Don’t assume that all signs and wonders must come from God.
They don’t.
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The Antichrist will institute a cashless economic system.

In the name of efficiency and security, he will place a mark on the right hand or
forehead of all who participate, and it will be impossible to buy or sell without it.

It will perhaps bea computer identification chip that will link your personal information
with a central computer system. Just a few years ago people scoffed at this notion.
Today, however, with the increase in identity theft this idea will easily be pushed off
on people and will give the Antichrist complete economic control of the world.
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Hebrew and Greek do not have separate numeric systems, they use the alphabet
for their numbers. Alpha, beta, gamma, delta is one, two, three, four in Greek,

as well as the first four letters of the Greek alphabet. The same is true in Hebrew,
which means that every Greek or Hebrew letter has a numeric equivalent.

So possibly the numeric equivalent of this man’s name will total to 666.
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Back in Rev. 7:1-3, before the four winds of judgment were released

upon the earth, the angels were ordered not to release those devastating winds
until the servants of God could be sealed. Here we are told what that seal is:

the name of God written on their forcheads.
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It seems that each group in heaven will have certain songs that are
especially appropriate to that particular group. Earlier in ch.5,

we saw the song of the redeemed church. Here we see

the 144,000 will have a special song that no one can sing except them.
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Each of us has a unique relationship with God. Our song is a song of deliverance
from the great tribulation. The song of the 144,000 will be a song of deliverance
through the great tribulation.
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“Without fault before the throne of God” — that is quite a statement.

But that is exactly how we will stand before God, if we are in Christ.

At the close of this epistle, Jude said, “Now to Him who is able

to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless

before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24).

And that is the way God sees you who are in Jesus Christ. Faultless!
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The torment of those who reject Jesus Christ will last forever and ever.

In the Greek there is no stronger term for eternity. It is eis aionas aionon meaning

“unto ages of ages.” Some may ask, “But how long is forever and ever?”

In Rev. 15:7, God is called the One who “lives forever and ever.”

The punishment will last as long as God lives.
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You may say, “Chuck, do you really believe in eternal punishment?”

I won’t take away from what God has said. The end of Revelation says
that if you take away from the words of this book, your name will be taken
out of the Book of Life. So I will leave it as it stands.
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We see here in heaven the seven angels are ready to pour out

the seven bowl judgments, in which “the wrath of God is complete.”
We are coming to the end of the tribulation period. At the conclusion
of these last bowl judgments, God will be through judging the earth and
Jesus will return to establish His kingdom. It is almost over.
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It is interesting that throughout the account of God’s judgment on the world,
as we see the horrible devastation that will occur, we are reminded that
what God does is fair. “Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!”
No one can accuse God of being unfair. Some things may not look fair,

but we don’t know the whole story. When all has been told,

we will all declare that God was fair and just.
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In the meantime Whenever you come up against something you don’t know,

fall back on what you do know. I know that God is loving.

I know that God is just and true and that His judgments are righteous.

In the end we will see just how right He is.
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During the second trumpet judgment one-third of all sea life is destroyed.
At this bowl judgment all the remaining sea life will die.
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Living close to the Pacific Ocean, we are aware of the effects of even minor water
pollution. Occasionally a sewage leak will cause officials to close the beach

for a few days. But imagine what it will be like when everything in the sea dies suddenly.
What smells worse than rotting sea life? You won’t want to live

near the water when this happens!
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Throughout these judgments it is asserted that God’s judgments are righteous.
Similarly, we also see throughout the passage the consistency of man’s rebellion
as “they blasphemed” and “did not repent.”
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God’s judgment is righteous because man’s stubbornness is so unyielding.

God has done everything He can to save mankind. Jesus dies for people.

Yet even when experiencing the consequences of their sin, people just won’t repent.
Nothing God does can bring them to repentance, so they must be destroyed.

There is no other righteous thing God can do.
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Even as God is a Trinity as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so see an unholy trinity
bringing the world to Armageddon. We see the Dragon (Satan), the Beast

(the Antichrist), and the False Dragon (who supports the Antichrist). Each will send
our demons to draw the leaders of the earth to the battle of Armageddon.

As God tries to lead all men to heaven, the unholy trinity will lead men to hell.
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A Roman talent was about 50 pounds in weight. A talent in Israel was

about 110 pounds. Can you imagine hailstones 80 or 90 pounds?
There’s no roof that could stand up to that kind of assault.
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In the Bible the image of prostitution is often used to signify those
who venture off into false religion, betraying the God who loves them.
False religion is repeatedly called harlotry. So here we see a false religious system
that has compromised itself to be in consort with the Beast.
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The religious system is connected with the ten kings of the revived Roman Empire
and it is centered around Rome, which was built on seven mountains and is clearly
delineated in v.9. It is important to remember that the corrupt religious system
coming out of Rome will be the church that exists after the rapture.

When you take all the Christians out of any church, what is left will be awful,

and that is what you have here.
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It is said of the Beast that he “was, and is not, and yet is.” We are told

that after he was and then wasn’t, he will ascend out of the bottomless pit.
During his evil reign, Caesar Nero was called “the beast’ by the early church
because of his beastly activities. Some suggest that Caesar Nero might even be
the Antichrist, and that he died and will be brought back. Nero started out

as a fairly good ruler. We know that Paul had a chance to witness to him.

But later in his life he seemed to have gone crazy,

and was most likely demon-possessed.
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I don’t believe in reincarnation, but perhaps the same demon that possessed
Caesar Nero will come out of the Abyss to possess the Antichrist.
It is an interesting possibility.
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Throughout history Rome has been known as the city of seven hills.
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As the Lamb makes war against these evil forces we will be with Him.
Later we will accompany Him on white horses (Rev. 19:14).
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Paul said in Col 3:4, “When Christ who is our life appears,

then you also will appear with Him in glory.” Enoch prophesied,

“Behold, the Lord comes with the thousands of His saints” (Jude 14).

And the description John has given of us here is beautiful.

We are “called, chosen, and faithful.” What a privilege to be with the Lamb!
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In the previous chapter we watched as God destroyed the religious establishment.
In this chapter we read of His destruction of the economic establishment.
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Today, commercial interests control the world. They are the power brokers.

They put politicians into office. And they sit in their comfort, never imagining
they will have to pay for their abuse of power. But God will destroy them in a day.
We often say about material things, “It’s all going to burn someday.”

Well, this will be the day when it all burns.
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What happened to all the gold and silver and all the other luxurious items?
The world economic machine is in the business of causing us to long for things.
But someday all those things will fail us.
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Jesus told the woman at the well, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,
but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst”

(John 4:13-14). Over every advertisement and over every material thing we desire,
we should write, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again.”

Material things cannot satisfy. Only Jesus can satisfy the longing in our souls.
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God will wipe out the entire economic system as we know it.
Those who deceived the nations with their sorcery will be put out of business
for good. Isaiah said concerning the kingdom, “Ho! Everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1). Commercialism will be gone.
In the glorious kingdom of God there will be abundance for everyone
and no one will be enslaved to debt.
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The word alleluia or hallelujah transliterated from the Hebrew
for “Praise the Lord.” The word hallel means “praise,” and
Jjah is short of Yahweh, the personal name of God. Though the word is used
many times in the Old Testament, especially in the Psalms, Rev. 19 is the first place
it is used in the New Testament and it is used four times in this chapter.
Of course since the New Testament was written in Greek rather than in Hebrew,
you wouldn’t expect to see Hebrew words used as often.
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We use the word quite a bit today, as we have transliterated it,

and so do most Christians who speak other languages.

FNHEAWVE RS D%, M2 EIc5 2 X5 E LT A LWERE 29
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(PO SFTEITHETELWLNADLTH D, |
It’s interesting to me how throughout the book of Revelation, which is a book
that deals with the fierce judgments God is going to mete out upon the earth,
there is an acknowledgment of the fairness of Gods’ judgments.
“True and righteous are Your judgments.”
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19:7

19:10
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In the New Testament the figure of a husband and wife is used to depict

the relationship of Christ to His church. Paul said to the Corinthians,

“For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you

to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2).
There is to be complete and single devotion to the Husband, Jesus Christ.

Our worship is to be directed to Him. Our love for him must exceed all other loves.

And if a love for something else exceeds out love for the Lord,

we are committing spiritual adultery.
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Under the Law only God is to be worshiped. Here in this verse
John fell down to worship an angel and was rebuked.
Angels know better than to receive worship.
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But Jesus received worship many times. The wise men worshiped Him
(Matt. 2:11). The leper worshiped Him (Matt. 8:2). After Jesus walked

on the water, His disciples worshiped Him (Matt.14:33).
The women who saw him after His resurrection worshiped Him (Matt. 28:9).
Thomas worshiped Him, saying “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
Jesus received worship because He is God, pure and simple.
To suggest otherwise is blasphemy.
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Jesus has several names. He has a name that no one knows except Him (v. 12).
He has the name “The Word of God” (v.13). And He wears the name

“KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (V.16).

He is sovereign and is Lord over all.

ITEDREVRTATE LR T, THUTEEREOR S25 T,
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The efficient form of government is a monarchy, but it is only

as good as the monarchy. It is hell if the monarchy is a tyrant.

Jesus is the perfect king. He will rule absolutely, but in righteousness and love,
and we will have the privilege of helping Him in His administration.

He is King of kings and Lord of lords.
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b o LHNCE ZITRITIAATEN R > T2D o, RETHEOHKIC
BOYZ 2R 2ontsnEd, M2 s LT
HH9ZFF > TWEd, £L T, MITHBESZOBMZR LET 572012,
Y2 ACHME S 2T, IR LOMIHT 2ELZT X FLEEWVWDT,
YA PR b ERAD LT LET, I T OREN MR T,
When people see Satan locked up and cast into the bottomless pit, they will ask
why God did not throw him in there long ago. And why will God release him again
after a thousand years? God has a purpose for Satan, and God will allow him
the freedom to fulfill His divine purpose. And because God wants to test our love
for Him, He allows Satan to test us. The story of Job is a classic example.
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God does not want robots. He wants our choosing Him to be a real choice,

which means there must be an attractive alternative. That is where Satan comes in.
As the father of lies, he specializes in making rebellion against God look good.
This gives us the opportunity to choose God’s ways and to really love Him,

not out of constraint but out of our heart. We couldn’t have an honest relationship
with God unless we had a choice, and Satan provides an option.
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John is talking about two companies that he sees in heaven.
The people on their thrones are the church. We read in Rev. 3-21,
“To him who overcome I will grant to sit with Me on My throne,
as [ also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”
Paul wrote, “Do you not know that we shall judge angels?
How much more things that pertain to this life?”” (1 Cor. 6-3).
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Notice the second group: “Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded
for their witness to Jesus and for the Word of God....” This second group is the saints
who were martyred during the great tribulation.
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After the people have had a chance to live in the kingdom of God for 1,000 years,
a perfect environment of peace and safety, countless numbers will still choose
to join Satan in rebellion against the Lord. Once again in an environment
as perfect as the garden of Eden, men will demonstrate the truth of Jer. 17:9
that the heart of man is deceitful and desperately wicked.
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The top of my list of priorities in life is to make sure my name is in the Book of Life.
How does that happen? By confessing Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior
and living my life for Him. It’s not enough to just call Jesus Lord.
Many people will call Him Lord and He will say, “I never knew you”
(Matt. 7:22-23). We must surrender our lives to Him and truly make Him our Lord.
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If you haven’t done that then this would be a great time to take action.

Just ask Him to save you and to be the Lord of your life. Believe that Jesus died
for your sins and rose from the dead. Give Him your life. Then you will know
that your name is written in the Book of Life, and this verse won’t apply to you.
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This sounds like the most beautiful dream you could ever imagine! But it is true
and God says “these words are true and faithful.” You can take this to the bank.
It will really happen!

TINT 7 EFABEXY VY EOTIVT 7y b O & REDO LT TY,
A TAPHOTH VKDY THY, TXTHRZDOFICA>TNET,

The Alpha and the Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.

Jesus is the A to Z and everything in between.
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The New Jerusalem is about 2.25 million square miles total. It is a 1,500-mile cube,
as its “length, breadth, and height are equal.” Now if you think of it as a skyscraper
1,500 miles high and 1,500 miles square, then you will get the feel of how big
it will be. Even if each floor is a half-mile high, the total surface area would be
bigger than the landmass of the entire earth. And who needs half-mile-high ceilings?
There will be plenty of room for you.
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When we see the magnificence of heaven with all these precious metals and
stones used as building materials, we will be in awe! We regard these materials
as being precious and valuable, but God sees them as just building materials
and decoration. He doesn’t treasure them. He treasures you.
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We are His treasure; we are what He values most. Value is usually determined

by rarity, and God made only one of you. He loves you and values you and

has invited you to be a part of His eternal family.
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Jesus said, “T am the light of the world” (John 8:12). There will be no need for sun
and no need for a moon at night to reflect the sun, because the iridescent light

from the presence of Jesus will be our light.
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What an experience it will be to see the face of God! Moses wanted to see
God’s face, but God said it would kill him. Moses was only permitted

to glimpse of God’s afterglow as He passed by. But in heaven we will see
God’s face and live and rule and reign in the light of His presence.
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The word “quickly” here doesn’t mean “shortly” or “immediately.”
It means when He comes there will be an almost instantaneous transformation.
Paul said it will happen “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (I Cor. 15:52).
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God’s Spirit is giving the invitation. We are invited to come to Jesus and to receive
forgiveness and cleansing. Come! Come to Jesus! Come and receive God’s love.

Come and be made a child of God. Come and be blessed
by becoming an heir of God, joint heir with Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:17).
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The offer is open to everyone, whoever desires. God hasn’t closed the door on anyone.
God created you with that ability to choose. You can determine your future

by exercising your free will to come to Him. It can’t be easier than that.

God has left it up to you. You will have no excuse for rejecting His offer of salvation.
Whoever desires, take the water of life freely. Come to Jesus!
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